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Gentlemen, | have now to lay before you the experiments | have made on the Atmospheric Railway at
Kingstown, with the results and conclusions that | have drawn from them. When | first visited Kingstown at your
request, | made such experiments as appeared sufficient to enable me to form an accurate opinion on the
application of this new motive power to public railways. On my return to England, however, | found by
analysing the experiments, that many of the results were irreconcilable with each other, presenting anomalies
in themselves and suggesting further inquiry. It was then that | begun to feel the onerous and difficult nature of
the task | had undertaken; | was called upon, in short, to decide, whether a singularly ingenious and highly
meritorious invention was, or was not, to be applied to the Chester and Holyheud Railway. | also felt strongly
that whatever might be my opinion, whether favourable or unfavourable, the final destiny of the invention was
not in my hands; and that if it were really calculated to produce the remarkable results which had been stated,
nothing could stop its universal application to railways. On the other hand | saw, that if the principles of the
invention were not soundly based, | should be incurring a most serious responsibility in recommending its
application to the Chester and Holyhead Railway, extending over a distance of 85 miles. Under this conviction, |
arranged an entirely new and extended series of experiments, with the view of fully and accurately testing every
part of the invention, and thus putting myself in a position to give you...
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