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repeatedly explored the problems caused by different visions of reality. Noel Coward's self-obsessed characters
reflect his own narcissim. Alcoholism is a recurrent theme in the works of many playwrights, including Eugene
O'Neill, Edward Albee, and Brian Friel. Through their exploration of these issues and more, the great writers of
the theater have turned suffering to art. This book looks at the work of 20 playwrights to see how their
examination of the disturbed mind has influenced the modern theater.
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