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County s Indians Prior To This migration according to the authorities and the Indians own story extended over
many centuries, so that they reached and discovered the Susquehanna likely before the discovery of America.
The Susquehannocks, Nanticokes, the Shackamaxons, the Shawnese, and several other tribes, Gordon says,
came from this Wolf tribe of the Lenape. (p. 56.) The committee of archaeology of the Dauphin Historical
Society in a pamphlet on the Lower Susquehanna called Contributions to Indian History of the Lower
Susquehanna Valley, in 1898 made a report to that Society full of interesting matter on the origin of our
Indians, and in it, page 39, they say, Prior to 1600 but how long before is not known, the Susquehannocks were
seated upon that river, from which they have derived their name. The pamphlet also sets forth that before the
Susquehannocks settled on the river, they came into collision with the Mohawks the most easterly of the
Iroquois, and in a war lasting ten years nearly exterminated them. The same pamphlet says that John Smith
found them in war with the Mohawks when he met them in 1608 (p. 39.) The Jesuit Fathers, the minutes and
records of whose discoveries in America are now collected and compiled into a work of seventy-two volumes,
called the Jesuit Relations, also give accounts of the wars these, now Susquehannocks, went through before
they settled on Susquehanna River in the dim...
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