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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Even had Bram Stoker not penned the fabulously successful Dracula,
efforts such as the stories in this book would more than qualify him as a gifted, masterful writer, with a special
penchant for writing horror. The most prominent story in these pages is of course Draculas Guest, a story
excised from the final manuscript of Dracula. This is an interesting, well-told tale, but its exclusion from the
aforementioned novel seems to me to be rather inconsequential. The real jewel of this collection is The Judges
House. | have read this story several times over the last decade or so, and | must say that this is my favorite
horror story of all time. It somewhat chagrins me to make such a pronouncement, thinking of the masterful
tales of Lovecraft, Poe, and King, yet | am compelled to make it. The ending may be somewhat cliched, but the
dark, brooding, smothering atmosphere Stoker creates in this house is powerful and brilliant. The Judges
House may well be the most haunted house in literature. The other seven stories are less noteworthy but
eminently readable. Again, there are some cliches to be found among them, but they all work. The Squaw is my
least favorite--it is, to some degree, silly in terms of its characters and ending. | should also add that animal
lovers such as myself may well be somewhat traumatized by one incident in the story--I certainly was. The
Secret of the Growing Gold, The Gypsy Prophecy and The Coming of Abel Behenna are pretty standard fare.
The Burial of the Rats presents a thrilling, well-thought-out story of danger and escape (as well as a grim
portrait of some...
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