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Delivered in the House of Representatives, March 25, 1870 The House being in the Committee of the Whole, and
having under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 1068) to amend existing laws relating to the duties on imports,
and for other purposes - Mr. Kelley said: Mr. Chairman: | presume that gentlemen who have listened to the
course of this debate expect me to apologize for having been born in Pennsylvania and adhering to my native
State. From what has been said it seems that her people are regarded by free traders as a discreditable
community, and she, in her corporate capacity, as an object of odium. Sir, | am proud of dear old
Pennsylvania, my native State. She was the first to adopt the Federal Constitution, and was in fact the key-stone
of the Federal arch, holding together the young Union when it consisted of but thirteen States, and she is to-day
preeminently the representative State of the Union. You cannot strike her so that her industries shall bleed
without those of other States feeling it, and feeling it vitally. She has no cotton, or sugar, or rice fields; but apart
from these she is identified with every interest represented upon this floor. Gentlemen from the rocky coast of
New England and the gentlemen who are here from the more fertile and hospitable shores of the Pacific,
especially the gentlemen from the beautifully wooded shores of Puget sound, complain that their ship-yards are
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Government ever put...
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