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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 44 pages.
Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration,
National Fire Data Center, 1991 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)71341010 Subject: Nursing homes -- Fires and fire
prevention -- Alabama -- Bessemer. Excerpt: . . . 5 USFA-TR-043 September 1990 The fact that the structure did
not fully comply with NFPA 21 regarding designed egress routes was a critical factor for those residents having
the fire between their rooms and the exit. Their escape routes from their room doors would have taken them
directly through the area of the fire. The windows in their rooms were so high that it would have been
extremely difficult for the residents to escape through them. It was also felt that lateral spread of the fire was
escalated by a hole in the hall ceiling where an attic fan had been installed. It is estimated by the Fire
Department that alarm notification may have been delayed as much as eight minutes while the son of a staff
member was evacuating the residents. This is not to say that what he did was wrong. It is felt by some that the
fatality count would have been even higher had he not acted as he did. His warning the residents of the
impending danger most assuredly prevented some of them from being overcome. The sprinkler systems failure
can be attributed to an inadequate water supply, even though the Department of Public Health inspected the
building to ascertain if the order to install the sprinkler system had been complied with before this fire. No one
from that agency apparently is qualified to attest to the systems correctness of design and reliability. The fact
that this system was installed without any prior plans,...
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