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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .use of the artificial membrane tends to improve the hearing, and to
render the patient more likely to be able to dispense with it. This might be expected, if its action is to keep the
loosened stapes in its place. And that it does operate in this way is confirmed by many evidences. For instance,
in one case of a man so deaf from scarlatina in infancy that he habitually pronounced words according to their
spelling, and whose tympanum was filled with spongy growths, but on whom, after they were removed, the
india-rubber discs had a splendid effect, it frequently happened that while | was cleaning out the tympanum,
using a camel s-hair brush or rolled-up cotton-wool to dry it, he would exclaim, | can hear: and it was evident
that the stapes had been touched. To a similar effect in bracing up the stapes, | ascribe the marked result of the
use of lotions of sulphate of zinc upon the hearing; and sometimes the action of the tensor tympani, or
stapedius, appears to operate in the same way. For example, in some cases of perforated membrane | have
known the hearing to be decidedly better while a bougie occupied the Eustachian tube, as if thro stimulating
the tensor tympani; and one patient, a young lady, in whom almost all the membrane was destroyed, but the
malleus was still present, found that often when listening to music she felt a sudden click in the ear, and...
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